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Hello! Today, people still try to get to heaven by their own strength. The Israelites in the Old Testament did the same thing. They tried to keep God’s law. Consequently, they experienced God’s blessings if they obeyed and God’s curses if they disobeyed. The December newsletter covered some of God’s blessings. The front page of this issue lists some of God’s curses for those who choose to live by the law and yet were not able to keep all of it. No one on earth was able to obey all the law. Jesus came to bear the penalty of man’s disobedience so that Christians would no longer be under the law but under grace. The back side of this newsletter describes what this new covenant of grace means for our present and future.

The book of Deuteronomy provides a list of God’s blessings for obedience and a list of curses for disobedience. These were given by a Holy God that His people would fear Him and keep His commands in order to live and not die. The following curses were to guide His people to choose good rather than evil:

· Cursed is the man who carves an image or casts an idol--a thing detestable to the LORD, the work of the craftsman's hands--and sets it up in secret.

· Cursed is the man who dishonors his father or his mother.

· Cursed is the man who moves his neighbor's boundary stone.

· Cursed is the man who leads the blind astray on the road.

· Cursed is the man who withholds justice from the alien, the fatherless or the widow.

· Cursed is the man who sleeps with his father's wife, for he dishonors his father's bed.

· Cursed is the man who has sexual relations with any animal.

· Cursed is the man who sleeps with his sister, the daughter of his father or the daughter of his mother.

· Cursed is the man who sleeps with his mother-in-law.

· Cursed is the man who kills his neighbor secretly.

· Cursed is the man who accepts a bribe to kill an innocent person.

· Cursed is the man who does not uphold the words of this law by carrying them out. 
       ( Deuteronomy  27:15-26 )

Do not turn aside from any of the commands I give you today, to the right or to the left, following other gods and serving them. However, if you do not obey the LORD your God and do not carefully follow all his commands and decrees I am giving you today, all these curses will come upon you and overtake you:

· You will be cursed in the city and cursed in the country. 

· Your basket and your kneading trough will be cursed. 

· The fruit of your womb will be cursed, and the crops of your land, and the calves of your herds and the lambs of your flocks.

· You will be cursed when you come in and cursed when you go out.

· The LORD will send on you curses, confusion and rebuke in everything you put your hand to, until you are destroyed and come to sudden ruin because of the evil you have done in forsaking him. 

· The LORD will plague you with diseases until he has destroyed you from the land you are entering to possess.

· The LORD will strike you with wasting disease, with fever and inflammation, with scorching heat and drought, with blight and mildew, which will plague you until you perish. 

· The sky over your head will be bronze, the ground beneath you iron. 

· The LORD will turn the rain of your country into dust and powder; it will come down from the skies until you are destroyed.

· The LORD will cause you to be defeated before your enemies.

· You will come at them from one direction but flee from them in seven, and you will become a thing of horror to all the kingdoms on earth. 

· Your carcasses will be food for all the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and there will be no one to frighten them away.

· The LORD will afflict you with the boils of Egypt and with tumors, festering sores and the itch, from which you cannot be cured.

· The LORD will afflict you with madness, blindness and confusion of mind. 

· At midday you will grope about like a blind man in the dark. You will be unsuccessful in everything you do; day after day you will be oppressed and robbed, with no one to rescue you.

· You will be pledged to be married to a woman, but another will take her and ravish her

· You will build a house, but you will not live in it.

· You will plant a vineyard, but you will not even begin to enjoy its fruit. 

· Your ox will be slaughtered before your eyes, but you will eat none of it. 

· Your donkey will be forcibly taken from you and will not be returned. 

· Your sheep will be given to your enemies, and no one will rescue them. 

· Your sons and daughters will be given to another nation, and you will wear out your eyes watching for them day after day, powerless to lift a hand. 

· A people that you do not know will eat what your land and labor produce, and you will have nothing but cruel oppression all your days. The sights you see will drive you mad. 

· The LORD will afflict your knees and legs with painful boils that cannot be cured, spreading from the soles of your feet to the top of your head.

· The LORD will drive you and the king you set over you to a nation unknown to you or your fathers. There you will worship other gods, gods of wood and stone. 

· You will become a thing of horror and an object of scorn and ridicule to all the nations where the LORD will drive you.

· You will sow much seed in the field but you will harvest little, because locusts will devour it. 

· You will plant vineyards and cultivate them but you will not drink the wine or gather the grapes, because worms will eat them. 

· You will have olive trees throughout your country but you will not use the oil, because the olives will drop off. 

· You will have sons and daughters but you will not keep them, because they will go into captivity.

· Swarms of locusts will take over all your trees and the crops of your land. 

· The alien who lives among you will rise above you higher and higher, but you will sink lower and lower. 

· He will lend to you, but you will not lend to him. He will be the head, but you will be the tail. 

(Deuteronomy 28:14-44)
All these curses will come upon you. They will pursue you and overtake you until you are destroyed, because you did not obey the LORD your God and observe the commands and decrees he gave you. They will be a sign and a wonder to you and your descendants forever. Because you did not serve the LORD your God joyfully and gladly in the time of prosperity, 

· therefore in hunger and thirst, in nakedness and dire poverty, you will serve the enemies the LORD sends against you. He will put an iron yoke on your neck until he has destroyed you.

· The LORD will bring a nation against you from far away, from the ends of the earth, like an eagle swooping down, a nation whose language you will not understand, a fierce-looking nation without respect for the old or pity for the young. 

· They will devour the young of your livestock and the crops of your land until you are destroyed. 

· They will leave you no grain, new wine or oil, nor any calves of your herds or lambs of your flocks until you are ruined. 

· They will lay siege to all the cities throughout your land until the high fortified walls in which you trust fall down. 

· They will besiege all the cities throughout the land the LORD your God is giving you.

· Because of the suffering that your enemy will inflict on you during the siege, you will eat the fruit of the womb, the flesh of the sons and daughters the LORD your God has given you. 

· Even the most gentle and sensitive man among you will have no compassion on his own brother or the wife he loves or his surviving children, and he will not give to one of them any of the flesh of his children that he is eating. It will be all he has left because of the suffering your enemy will inflict on you during the siege of all your cities. 

· The most gentle and sensitive woman among you--so sensitive and gentle that she would not venture to touch the ground with the sole of her foot--will begrudge the husband she loves and her own son or daughter 57 the afterbirth from her womb and the children she bears. For she intends to eat them secretly during the siege and in the distress that your enemy will inflict on you in your cities.    ( Deuteronomy 28:45-57 )

All who rely on observing the law are under a curse, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law." Clearly no one is justified before God by the law, because, "The righteous will live by faith." The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, "The man who does these things will live by them." Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree." He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit. Brothers, let me take an example from everyday life. Just as no one can set aside or add to a human covenant that has been duly established, so it is in this case. 

The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. The Scripture does not say "and to seeds," meaning many people, but "and to your seed," meaning one person, who is Christ. What I mean is this: The law, introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the covenant previously established by God and thus do away with the promise. For if the inheritance depends on the law, then it no longer depends on a promise; but God in his grace gave it to Abraham through a promise. What, then, was the purpose of the law? It was added because of transgressions until the Seed to whom the promise referred had come. The law was put into effect through angels by a mediator. A mediator, however, does not represent just one party; but God is one.    ( Galatians 3:10-20 )

Tell me, you who want to be under the law, are you not aware of what the law says? For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the slave woman and the other by the free woman. His son by the slave woman was born in the ordinary way; but his son by the free woman was born as the result of a promise. These things may be taken figuratively, for the women represent two covenants. One covenant is from Mount Sinai and bears children who are to be slaves: This is Hagar. Now Hagar stands for Mount Sinai in Arabia and corresponds to the present city of Jerusalem, because she is in slavery with her children. But the Jerusalem that is above is free, and she is our mother.  For it is written: "Be glad, O barren woman, who bears no children; break forth and cry aloud, you who have no labor pains; because more are the children of the desolate woman than of her who has a husband." Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of promise. At that time the son born in the ordinary way persecuted the son born by the power of the Spirit. It is the same now. But what does the Scripture say? "Get rid of the slave woman and her son, for the slave woman's son will never share in the inheritance with the free woman's son." Therefore, brothers, we are not children of the slave woman, but of the free woman.    ( Galatians 4:21-31 )

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all. Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law. You who are trying to be justified by law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. But by faith we eagerly await through the Spirit the righteousness for which we hope. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.    ( Galatians 5:1-6 )

You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. The entire law is summed up in a single command: "Love your neighbor as yourself."  If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other. So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law.    ( Galatians 5:13-18 )

The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other. Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. If anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.  Each one should test his own actions. Then he can take pride in himself, without comparing himself to somebody else, for each one should carry his own load.    ( Galatians 5:19-26, 6:1-5 )

Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.    ( Galatians 6:7-10 )

But I tell you who hear me: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also. If someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from taking your tunic. Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. Do to others as you would have them do to you.    ( Luke 6:27-31 )

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited. Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," says the Lord. On the contrary: If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head. Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.   ( Romans 12:14-21 )

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. No longer will there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him.  They will see his face, and his name will be on their foreheads.  There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever. ( Revelation 22:1-5 )

May you live by God’s grace and obey Him through faith!  
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